
Adults and Students

1UNPACK
YOUR KIT

Community Bible Experience
QUICK-START GUIDE

• Take everything out of the kit box
• Divide it by age group, as shown below
• Review in your next staff meeting or give the resources  
 to your ministry leaders to review

NEXT STEP 

For Adult 
and Student 
Ministry 
Leaders

For Children’s 
Ministry Leaders

For Adult 
and Student 
Ministry 

1YOUR KIT • Review in your next staff meeting or give the resources  
 to your ministry leaders to review to your ministry leaders to review1STEP



2 READ, 
WATCH,

& EXPLORE

• Read the books
• Open the DVDs 
• Watch the videos
• Explore the curriculum on the Children’s DVD-ROMs

3 DETERMINE
START DATE

Each segment of The Books of the Bible is 8 weeks long, 
for a total of 32 weeks. The four segments can be scheduled 
over different lengths of time and in different sequences: 

Whole Bible In 
One Year 
(Old Testament First)

Early Fall Late Fall Winter SpringEarly Fall Late FallLate Fall Winter

Whole Bible in 
Two Years 
(New Testament Twice)

Winter, Year 1 Fall, Year 1 Winter, Year 2 Fall, Year 2

(New Testament Twice)

Winter, Year 1Winter, Year 1 Fall, Year 1 Winter, Year 2Winter, Year 1 Fall, Year 1 Winter, Year 2 Fall, Year 2Fall, Year 1 Winter, Year 2 Fall, Year 2Winter, Year 2 Fall, Year 2 Winter, Year 3Fall, Year 2Fall, Year 2 Winter, Year 3Winter, Year 3
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As a ministry team, discuss:

• How would our church benefi t from the Community Bible Experience?
• What steps do we need to take to experience the benefi ts of aligning our sermons  
 with our teaching across all age groups?
• How could we schedule the four 8-week segments to fi t our calendar?

Early Fall Late Fall WinterEarly FallEarly Fall Late Fall WinterLate Fall WinterWinterWinter SpringWinter Spring

Whole Bible In 
Four Years
(New Testament First)

January, 
Year 1

January, 
Year 2

January, 
Year 3

January, 
Year 4

January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, January, 



4 INCLUDE
THE WHOLE

CHURCH

Community Bible Experience (CBE) welcomes everyone:
• From the spiritually curious to longtime churchgoers
• From young children to teens to adults
• From those who attend small groups and Sunday school to participants in weekend services

Decide how far you want to extend the reach of 
your Community Bible Experience. 
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NEXT STEP 

ADULTS

How to include them:
• Read 12 pages a day in The Books of the Bible (about 
 a half hour of reading) for 5 days a week
• Discuss with your existing small groups, or start new   
 discussion groups of 8-12 people
• Meet weekly, ideally on weekends when participants   
 have a break from reading
 
How to prepare:
• CBE is one of the easiest small group discussions to lead,  
 because it’s a book club-style conversation that needs no  
 advance preparation
• Bring your group leaders together before your kickoff  to 
 give them a chance to practice using the fi ve conversation  
 prompts to get a conversation going
 

STUDENTS
How to include them:
• Read 12 pages a day in The Books of the Bible (a 7th-
 grade level, about a half hour of reading) for 5 days a week
• Include students in your existing adult small groups, or  
 start new groups of 8-12 people with a leader to keep   
 things on track
• Meet weekly, ideally on weekends
• Think of ways to challenge and inspire middle and   
 high school students to participate
 
How to prepare:
• This experience is about learning from one another, in 
 community, and discussing our own experiences with the  
 daily reading
• Consider including your students in your existing adult small  
 groups with their parents and other adults in the church 

CHILDREN
How to include them:
• Teach the weekly lessons in your Sunday school program
• Encourage children to read The Books of the Bible for Kids  
 each weekday and parents to read and color with little ones  
 in the My Bible Story Coloring Book
• Send parent pages home with families each week
  
How to prepare:
• Meet with children’s ministry leaders before your kickoff  
 and orient them to the curriculum
• Recommend parents establish a daily Bible-reading 
 routine with their children, so everyone in the family 
 stays on track throughout the entire eight weeks
 

WHOLE CONGREGATION
How to include them:
• Make the CBE a part of your weekly service
• Mention what is ahead for that week, and feature stories  
 of people experiencing life change because of CBE
• Utilize the customizable slides, bulletin inserts, and posters  
 on the video study discs to remind your congregation of 
 the week’s reading
 
How to prepare:
• Use your sermon time to give a big-picture overview of   
 what is ahead
• Preach on a diff erent book of the Bible or Bible character  
 each week
• Talk about how God is speaking to you, and share what  
 questions and observations you have as you read
• Invite your congregation to share with you the questions  
 that are coming up in their groups and as they read, so 
 you can address them in your sermons



Covenant History
9780310448037 

The Prophets
9780310448044

The Writings
9780310448051

New Testament
9780310448020

Adults and Students

Children

1 copy per child age 3-7, 
for the entire 32 weeks

1 copy per participant, for each of the 8-week segments
(Also available as ebooks and audio downloads)

1 copy per small group
or classroom  

5 ORDER
RESOURCES

New Testament
9780310448020
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Video Study
9780310086109

1 copy per participant, 
for the entire 32 weeks  

Study Journal
9780310086055

Covenant History
9780310761303 

The Prophets
9780310761358

The Writings
9780310761334

New Testament
9780310761310

Children’s Curriculum
9780310086161

My Bible Story Coloring Book 
9780310761068

1 copy per church    1 copy per child age 8-12, for each of the 8-week segments 

Reading Plan 
Bookmarks 

FREE ONLINE RESOURCES
CommunityBibleExperience.com

Reading Plan Bookmarks
Video Tutorials 

Promotional Resources
Sermon Outlines

Streaming Audio Readings
... and more! 97
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